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Dear Participator,  

This booklet is prepared for the contributors of 

Sustainable Cities Conference. We thank you for your 

interest in this conference which is organized within the 

scope of Strengthening Institutional Capacity for 

Environmental Management in Turkey Project (ÇEKAP).  

You can follow the conference on social media under 

the #sustainablecitiesconference tag 

Information Booklet Content: 

 ÇEKAP Project 

 Sustainable Cities Conference 

 Participation to the Conference 

 Aim of the Conference 

 Main Topics of the Conference 

 Panel Details 

 Conference Brief Agenda 

 Moderators and Panelists 

 Logistics 

 Conference Advisory Committee 

 Conference Secretariat  

 REC Turkey Contact Information 
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A City and Sustainability… 

Sustainable cities are settlement areas where human 

communities are economically, socially and 

environmentally able to live in a healthy and qualified 

manner, and are able to pass this on to the future 

generations.  

Sustainable cities demonstrate the ability of consuming 

available resources in their environments at minimal 

levels and renewing these, while achieving economic 

and human development, and cultural improvement. 

Sustainable cities aim to minimize their ecological 

footprints by leaning to renewable energy resources 

which generate the minimum pollution. They plan the 

land use in the most effective manner and take to the 

forefront the transportation options that collectively 

foresee the needs of the city-dwellers and the 

environmental priorities. They re-use their wastes either 

materially or as energy by using the composting, 

recovery and/or other recycling methods and minimize 

the negative impact of wastes on climate change. 
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Sustainabile Cities Conference 

With the Sustainable Cities Conference which is financed 

by the European Union and organized within the scope 

of ÇEKAP on 10 March 2016, İstanbul, it is aimed to 

support the creation of a participative discussion 

platform to build sustainable cities.  

Participation to the Conference 

It is aimed to organize the conference with 

approximately 300 contributors from, firstly, the Ministry of 

Environment and Urbanization as well as other public 

institutions, national and local union municipalities, local 

authorities, environmental NGO’s and professional 

associations, financial institutions, international donors, 

universities, private sector, media and other stakeholders. 

ÇEKAP 

Strengthening Institutional Capacity for Environmental 

Management in Turkey Project – in brief ÇEKAP – has started 

in August 2014. ÇEKAP is a two-year project funded by the 

EU Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) 

programme. Within the frame of the direct granting 

scheme, the final beneficiary of the project is The Ministry of 

Environment and Urbanization (MoEU), the executive unit is 

Regional Environmental Center (REC) Country Office Turkey 

in the name of REC for Central and Eastern Europe. The 

overall objective of the project is to facilitate transposition, 

implementation and enforcement of the EU environmental 

acquis, particularly at the local level, thereby improving the 

quality of life and the environment in Turkey. 
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Aim of the Conference 

Sustainable Cities Conference aims to bring together 

several stakeholders to increase collaboration, and to 

strengthen the partnership between institutions and 

organizations from different levels to communally answer 

the question “How can we create sustainable cities?” in 

an effort to contribute to making our cities more 

sustainable.  

Main Discussions; 

 Discussing the impact of cities on the environment 

through; Climate Change, Waste Management, 

Urban Wastewater Management, Urban Mobility, 

Governance & Planning, Sustainable Financing of 

Environmental Investments; 

 

 Sharing financing models and roles of different 

stakeholders on the finance of sustainable cities; 

 

 Discussion of urbanism in Turkey through sustainable 

city indicators; 

 

 Increasing participation and improving the 

cooperation between stakeholders; 

 

 Emphasizing the importance of the cooperation 

between public administration, local authorities, 

private sector, NGO’s and universities in urban 

management; 

 

 Evaluating the development areas in Turkey through 

good practice examples from European countries 
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Main Topics of the Conference 

Following the opening speeches, the conference will 

convene in six main panels with distinct yet 

complimentary aspects throughout which the 

conceptions about, necessities for and advantages of 

sustainability will be discussed over examples from 

Europe and the World. In the moderators’ session titled as 

“Building the Future” all outputs of the panel discussions 

will be evaluated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OPENING SPEECHES (9.15 – 10.15) 

How Will We Build Sustainable Cities? (10.30 – 12.00) 

Panel Sessions I - 13:15 – 14:45 

Session I: Climate Change as a Challange to Sustainable Cities 

Session II: Tools for Sustainability: Governance & Planning  

Session III: Sustainable Financing of Environmental Investments 
 

Panel Sessions II - 15:00 – 16:30 

Session IV: Designing Solid Waste Management for Sustainable  

                    Cities 

Session V: Designing Urban Waste Water Management for  

      Sustainable Cities 

Session VI: Designing Urban Mobility in Sustainable Cities 

Building the Future - 16:45 – 17:30 
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HOW WILL WE BUILD SUSTAINABLE CITIES? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In regard to building sustainable cities, examples of 

cooperation and initiatives on national, regional and 

global scales have been growing. From Green Capital 

practices to energy stimulus prize programs, from 

sustainable cities initiatives to Habitat meetings, 

sustainable cities are building up and on through various 

initiatives establishing a conteptual background and 

best practice examples.  

Following the opening speeches, presentations by 

experts in Turkey, Europe, and worldwide will introduce 

and discuss the steps that are being and need to be 

taken in building sustainable cities. 
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THE FIRST PARALLEL PANEL SESSIONS 

 
 

PANEL I 

Climate Change as a Challange to Sustainable Cities 
 

Cities, which are expected 

to host around 60% of the 

world’s population by 2030, 

are among the systems 

that are prone to both 

affect and be affected by 

climate change the most. 

They constitute a big part 

of not only the causes of but also the solutions to global 

climate change. Sustainability principles, therefore, will 

make it possible to address climate change whilst utilizing 

the entirety of local resources and opportunities 

embodied in the cities. Initiatives that make climate 

change the focal point in urban planning, such as the 

C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group and the Covenant 

of Mayors, have been gaining prominence on regional 

and global scales. Such initiatives are powerful examples 

of the extent of the role cities can assume in the fight 

against climate change.  
 

With this panel, the participants will be introduced to the 

role of local governments in addressing climate change, 

alongside the challenges and opportunities they may 

face in due processes. Climate change risks as well as 

mitigation and adaptation strategies for cities will be 

presented through national and international best 

practices, tools, projects and programs in an effort to 

exhibit and discuss the guiding approaches that can 

pave the way to creating sustainable cities in Turkey. 
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PANEL II 

Tools for Sustainability: Governance & Planning 

Cities have been growing 

rapidly within the past few 

decades and they will 

continue to do so in the 

future. That is why local 

governments need to 

assume crucial duties so 

as to ensure that the 

national policies made with the goal of providing 

healthier, more livable and sustainable living spaces to 

citizens are being implemented locally. In this regard, 

local governments have a critical role in the quest for 

sustainability. They need to, in line with the national 

policies and with due consideration of their particular 

local circumstances, develop strategies, prepare action 

plans and implement them. As such, initiatives in Turkey 

such as the Local Environmental Action Plans (YEÇEP) in 

the context of ÇEKAP and the like, which have been 

prepared in accordance with the understanding of 

sustainable urban governance, are of significant value. 

 

With this panel, the participants will be introduced to 

sector policies, good governance tools, projects and 

examples on sustainable urban governance and 

planning in an effort to exhibit and discuss the guiding 

approaches that can pave the way to creating 

sustainable cities in Turkey. 
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PANEL III 

Sustainable Financing of Environmental Investments 

 
Meeting the 

requirements of 

sustainable cities will be 

made possible by 

ensuring access to 

environmental 

investment financing 

and making efficient, 

effective and equitable use of this financing. Therefore, 

above and beyond solely securing access to funds 

provided by national and international donors such as 

the Bank of Provinces, State Water Supply Administration, 

World Bank or EU, the imperative should be to base the 

entirety of planning and implementation on financing 

guided by the primary principle of sustainability in cities. It 

is indeed these financing means that constitute the 

foundations of the investments being made to build 

sustainable cities.  
 

In Turkey, one of the priorities in building sustainable cities 

should be improving the municipalities’ capacity to 

access the necessary financing tools in order to take the 

actions prescribed within their local environmental action 

plans. 
 

With this panel, the participants will be introduced to the 

ways in which local governments can benefit from 

national and international resources, sustainable 

investment opportunities and best practices in an effort 

to exhibit and discuss the guiding approaches that can 

pave the way to creating sustainable cities in Turkey. 
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THE SECOND PARALLEL PANEL SESSIONS  

 
PANEL IV 

Designing Solid Waste Management for Sustainable Cities 

 
In the rapidly growing 

cities, sustainable waste 

management is important 

in terms of health and the 

use of natural resources 

as well as the related 

factors pertaining to 

environment, industry and 

development. In this regard, it is essential to consider 

waste management as an indispensible component in 

sustainable cities. Local governments have crucial duties 

within this context. Among such duties the local 

governments should implement in line with sustainability 

principles, besides waste abatement practices are 

reusing the unabated waste, reducing the quantity of 

disposals through recycling and reusing, and protecting 

the health of the environment and people against the 

negative impacts of waste. 
 

With this panel, the participants will be introduced to the 

policies, methods and administrative standards 

necessary to plan and implement sustainable, efficient 

and effective waste management strategies in line with 

examples from best practices. In addition, relevant 

technology applications, and project and financing 

opportunities will be shared in an effort to exhibit and 

discuss the guiding approaches that can pave the way 

to creating sustainable cities in Turkey. 
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PANEL V 

Designing Urban Waste Water Management for 

Sustainable Cities 

Meeting the increasing 

water demand as a 

result of population 

growth, rapid 

urbanization and 

industrialization in a 

sustainable, safe and 

equitable way has 

gained prominence. As far as the future of Turkey’s water 

security is concerned, it becomes apparent that smart 

policy, safe treatment plants and sustainable supply 

practices are areas that need to be developed further 

within the urban wastewater management cycle. In this 

regard, the responsibility of securing access to and 

sustainable management of clean water and sanitary 

conditions in cities falls under the umbrella of local 

governments. Moreover, effective, participatory and 

integrated management of water resources calls for 

cooperation between municipalities and across regions 

in matters of environmental policy-making and planning. 
 

With this panel, the participants will be introduced to the 

trends, challenges and opportunities in sustainable water 

use, conservation and management. Access to 

assistance on reusing, recycling, treatment and clean 

production technologies, projects and financing will be 

explained in an effort to exhibit and discuss the guiding 

approaches that can pave the way to creating 

sustainable cities in Turkey. 
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PANEL VI 

Designing Urban Mobility in Sustainable Cities 

 
It is expected that by 

2030 more than 80% of 

the population will live in 

cities in Turkey. This 

increase in urbanization, 

as far as the mobility of 

citizens and economy 

are concerned, means 

that sustainable use of limited natural resources is no 

longer an alternative, but an imperative. Also observed is 

the increasing negative impact the current urban 

transportation means impose upon energy consumption, 

human health and the environment. 
 

In this regard, implementation of the Program for 

Improving Energy Efficiency – Action Plan prepared by 

the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources is highly 

importance. As per “Improving Energy Efficiency in 

Transportation” component of the Action Plan, enabling 

cities to benefit from sustainable transportation practices 

bolstered by technology, innovative enterprise and 

financing opportunities will be an important step in terms 

of improving the current situation. 
 

With this panel, the participants will be introduced to the 

technologies, methods and local policy initiatives in 

sustainable transportation with examples from best 

practices to achieve and develop sustainable urban 

mobility in an effort to exhibit and discuss the guiding 

approaches that can pave the way to creating 

sustainable cities in Turkey. 
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GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY ENERGY PRIZE 

With this presentation, the participants will be introduced 

to the Georgetown University Energy Prize. The prize is an 

innovative initiative in the United States, challenging 

local governments to pursue sustainable energy 

practices coherent with their own dynamics. By 

prompting towns, cities, and counties to rethink their 

energy use, and implement creative strategies to 

increase efficiency, the initiative brings together their 

local governments, residents and utilities to demonstrate 

success in reducing energy consumption over a two-year 

period. Examples, opportunities and lessons from this 

experience will be shared with the conference 

participants in an effort to demonstrate participatory 

and sustainable energy use strategies they can adopt. 

 



 

 

BUILDING THE FUTURE 

 

In this session, a discussion platform will be built based on 

the information shared throughout the panels by 

presenting the topics discussed in the six panel sessions. 

An answer will be seeked to the question of “How Will We 

Build Sustainable Cities?” through topics such as climate 

change, governance, financing of environmental 

investments, waste management and urban waste 

water treatment models, and transportation. 

Moderators’ session represents  an answer this question. 
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CONFERENCE AGENDA 

Opening Speeches - 09.15 – 10.15 

Hasan Zuhuri SARIKAYA,  Board Member, REC 

Emine DÖĞER, Acting Director, Central Finance And Contracts Unit 

M. Cemil ARSLAN (Ph.D.), Secretary General,  

Marmara Municipalities of Union 

Mehmet CEYLAN, Deputy Minister of Environment and Urbanization 

10.15 – 10.30 Coffee Break 

How Will We Build Sustainable Cities? 10.30 – 12.00 

Speaker Presentation Title 

Mark HIDSON 

European Acting Director,  

Local Governments for 

Sustainability (ICLEI) 

Lessons Learned from  

European Cities 

Kristine Munkgaard PEDERSEN 

International Relations 

Coordinator, 

Copenhag Municipality 

How we Became the  

Green Capital? 

Christofer NELSON 

Program Director, 

Georgetown University 

An Innovative Incentive: 

Georgetown University Energy 

Prize 

Frédéric VALLIER 

General Secretary, 

Council of European 

Municipalities and Regions 

(CEMR) 

Road to Habitat III 

Mustafa TAHMAZ 

Head of Environmental 

Management and  

Protection Department,  

Istanbul Metropolitan 

Municipality 

Sustainability Challenge of  

Mega Cities 

12.00 – 13.15 Lunch Break 
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS (1) - 13.15 – 14.45 

Climate Change as a 

Challange to 

Sustainable Cities 

Tools for 

Sustainability:  

Governance & 

Planning 

Sustainable Financing 

of Environmental 

Investments 

Moderator:  

Rifat Ünal SAYMAN 

Turkey Country 

Director 

REC Turkey 

Moderator:  

Gürdoğar 

SARIGÜL 

Senior Consultant 

Moderator:  

Aylin Çağlayan 

ÖZCAN  

Director of Sectoral 

Policies 
Ministry of EU Affairs 

Speakers Speakers Speakers 

Assoc. Prof. Barış 

KARAPINAR 

General Manager, 

TEMA Foundation 

Adrien LICHA 

Head of 

Committee on 

Urban 

Governance, 

United Cities and 

Local 

Governments 

Middle East and 

West Asia Section 

(UCLG-MEWA) 

Ender Aykut YILMAZ 

(PhD.) 

Deputy General 

Manager, 

ILBANK  

John O'BRIEN 

Climate Change 

Regional Advisor, 

Regional Office of 

Europe and CIS 

United Nations 

Development 

Program(UNDP) 

Ö. Selçuk ÖZDİL 

Board Chairman, 

Turkish Green 

Building Council 

(ÇEDBİK) 

Serge PERRIN 

Head of the Urban 

and Environmental 

Development Unit, 

French Development 

Agency (AFD) Turkey 

 

 

 



19 
 

Speakers Speakers Speakers 

Mehrali ECER 

Head of Climate 

Change 

Department, 

General Directorate 

of Environmental 

Management  

Ministry of 

Environment and 

Urbanization 

M. Sinan ÖZDEN 

Senior Consultant, 

LEAP Expert, 

Regional 

Environmental 

Center (REC) 

Turkey 

Şule KILIÇ 

Turkey Acting 

Director, 

European Bank for 

Reconstruction and 

Development (EBRD) 

Murat Sungur BURSA  

Chairman, 

Turkish Sustainability 

Academy 

  

Yıldız ODAMAN 

CİNDORUK 

Environmental 

Management and  

Protection 

Department,  

Bursa Metropolitan 

Municipality 

  

Q & A 

14.45 – 15.00 Coffee Break 
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS (2)  - 15.00 – 16.30 

Designing Solid 

Waste Management 

for Sustainable Cities 

Designing Urban 

Waste Water 

Management for 

Sustainable Cities 

Designing Urban 

Mobility in  

Sustainable Cities 

Moderator:  

Prof. Dr. İzzet ÖZTÜRK 

Faculty of Civil 

Engineering 

Department of 

Environmental 

Engineering 

Istanbul Technical 

University 

 

Moderator: 

Prof. Ahmet Mete 

SAATÇİ 

Chairman 

Turkish Water 

Institue (SUEN) 

Moderator: 

Arzu TEKİR 

Director 

WRI Turkey 

Speakers Speakers Speakers 

Ahmet VARIR  

Head of Waste 

Management 

Department 

General Directorate 

of  

Environmental 

Management  

Ministry of 

Environment and 

Urbanization 

Assoc. Prof. H. 

Güçlü İNSEL 

Department of 

Environmental 

Engineering  

Istanbul Technical 

University 

Abdulhamit 

YAĞMURCU (PhD.) 

Deputy General 

Director of  

Foreign Relations 

and EU 

Ministry of Transport, 

Maritime and 

Communication 

Ahmet Cihat 

KAHRAMAN  

Environmental 

Management 

Coordinator 

Union of 

Municipalities of 

Marmara Region 

Recep AKDENİZ 

Deputy General 

Director of  

Environmental 

Management, 

Ministry of 

Environment and 

Urbanization 

Aytaç ÜNVERDİ 

Head of 

Transportation 

Planning Unit 

Department of 

Transportation 

Eskişehir 

Metropolitan 

Municipality 
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Speakers Speakers Speakers 

Necmi KAHRAMAN, 

Head of 

Environmental 

Protection 

Department, Kocaeli 

Metropolitan 

Municipality &  

Waste Commission 

Chairman, Union of 

Municipalities of 

Turkey 

Recep ŞAHİN  

Deputy General 

Secretary, 

Union of 

Municipalities of 

Turkey 

Prof. Filiz 

KARAOSMANOĞLU 

Deputy Chairman, 

Sustainable 

Production and 

Consumption 

Foundation(SÜT-D) 

&  

Faculty of Chemistry 

and Metallurgy 

Department of 

Chemical 

Engineering  

Istanbul Technical 

University 

Dr. Oğuz CAN  

Deputy Founding 

Chairman, Waste 

and Environmental 

Management 

Association (TAYÇED) 

& Genel Manager, 

Recydia 

Rüstem KELEŞ (PhD.) 

General Manager 

Sakarya Water and 

Sewerage 

Administration, 

Sakarya 

Metropolitan 

Municipality 

İsa SAĞLAM 

Manager of 

Operational 

Planning 

General Directorate 

of IETT  

Istanbul 

Metropolitan 

Municipality 

Onur AKPULAT 

Project Manager, 

Regional 

Environmental 

Center (REC) Turkey 

  

Soru ve Cevap 

16.30 – 16.45 Q & A 



22 
 

Building the Future 16.45 – 17.30 

Rifat Ünal SAYMAN 

Turkey Country Director, 

Regional Environmental Center 

Prof. İzzet ÖZTÜRK 

Faculty of Civil Engineering 

Department of Environmental 

Engineering, 

Istanbul Technical University 

M. Cemil ARSLAN (PhD.) 

Secretary General, 

Union of Municipalities of 

Marmara Region 

Prof. Ahmet Mete SAATÇİ 

Chairman, 

Turkish Water Institue (SUEN) 

Aylin ÇAĞLAYAN ÖZCAN 

Director of Sectoral Policies, 

Ministry of EU Affairs 

Arzu TEKİR 

Director, 

WRI Turkey 

Q & A 

CLOSING 



 

 

SPEAKERS 

Openning Speeches 

Mehmet Ceylan 

Deputy Minister of Environment and 

Urbanization, 

Ministry of Environment and Urbanization 

  

He was born in Safranbolu in 1958. He 

completed his primary, secondary and 

high school education in Safranbolu and 

Karabük. Upon his graduation from the 

department of Mechanical Engineering, Konya State 

Engineering and Architectural Academy (Selçuklu University) as 

the highest ranking among his classin 1979, he secured his 

master’s degree from the same department of Istanbul State 

Engineering and Architectural Academy (Yıldız Technical 

University). Having taken office as an assistant and a lecturer in 

Zonguldak Karaelmas University between 1981 and 1985, he 

completed his studies in the School of Foreign Languages, the 

Middle East Technical University, and continued to serve for 

academic studies as a Research Associate in the same 

university. In 1986, he was assigned as an assistant expert for the 

Undersecretariat of State Planning Organization, and 

appointed as a Planning Expert in 1991. After securing his 

second master’s degree from the department of Economics in 

the Western Illinois University, USA between 1989 and 1991, he 

resumed his duty at the State Planning Organization. He 

embarked on a political career as a part of the local elections 

held on April 18, 1999, and served as a Mayor of Safranbolu for 

one term.  He was elected as a Member of the Parliament for 

the constiuency of Karabük twice as a result of the general 

elections held on November 3, 22 and July 22, 2007. He served 

as a member of the Planning and Budgeting Commission and 

the EU Harmonization Commission, and as a vice president of 

the Turkey-EU Joint Parliamentary Commission during the 22nd 

term as a deputy. During the 23rd term as a member of the 

parliament, he acted in his capacity as a Deputy President of 
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the Foreign Affairs Commission, and as a member of the NATO 

Parliamentary Assembly. He presided the Turkey-Saudi Arabia 

Friendship Group for 8 years as he was also the founder of the 

group. Upon serving as a member of the parliament, he acted 

as the Deputy Minister of Development between September 

2011 and September 2015. He then was appointed as the 

Deputy Minister of Environment and Urbanization on January 2, 

2016. He is currently holding this position. Mr. Ceylan is married 

with 3 children, and he speaks English fluently. 

 

M. Cemil Arslan (PhD.) 

Secretary General, 

Marmara Municipalities Union 

He was born in 1972. Completed his 

undergraduate education at Gazi 

University in the Department of Public 

Administration. He took his master 

degrees at Marmara University on Local Administrations and 

Decentralization Program, and Beykent University in 

International Economic and Political Business Administration 

Program. He completed his Doctoral degree at Marmara 

University, in Local Authorities and Decentralization Program. He 

continued his postdoctoral finance and language studies in 

England. His career began in 1995 in Istanbul Metropolitan 

Municipality; and worked as the head of the Auditor 

department, Expenditure Management and Financial Services 

Department, and as the Chairman of the Board of Belbim Inc, 

Bimtaş Inc, and Istanbul Transportation Co. In 2004, he was 

appointed as Secretary General to the Marmara Region Union 

of Municipalities. 
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Emine Döğer 

Acting Director,  

Central Finance And Contracts Unit 

 

Ms. Emine Döğer was born on 1st January, 

1973 in Afyonkarahisar. She graduated 

from Middle East Technical University in 

Aeronautical Engineering in 1995. In 2011 

she received her M.D. from Sakarya 

University in Business Administration. In 1995, Ms. Döğer started 

working as an engineer at the General Directorate of Post and 

Telegraph Organization. She then worked at the İşbank A.Ş. 

between 1996-2003 as Project Manager responsible for 

developing the interactive banking software and at the General 

Directorate of Post and Telegraph between 2003-2005 as 

Software Engineer. In 2005 she was assigned as a Contract 

Manager at the Central Finance and Contracts Unit (CFCU), an 

autonomous Implementing Agency, which is administratively 

linked to the Treasury, taking the sole responsibility for the overall 

budgeting, tendering, contracting, payments, accounting and 

financial reporting aspects of all procurement in the context of 

the EU funded programmes in Turkey. In 2006 Ms. Döğer was 

appointed as the Deputy CFCU Director and Senior Contract 

Manager, responsible for heading the Contracts Section and 

carrying out other managerial roles. Since 2014 Ms. Emine Döğer 

has been working as the Acting PAO – CFCU Director, Head of 

the CFCU. She is responsible for the operations of the CFCU, 

leading and motivating the staff as well as supervising the work 

flow and staff for sound financial management. Her position gave 

her the opportunity to have an in-depth knowledge and 

experience in project evaluation, implementation, monitoring 

and administrative challenges in EU funded programmes.Ms. 

Döğer, speaks and writes, English excellently and French 

intermediately. She is married with 2 children. 
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Prof. Hasan Zuhuri Sarıkaya 

Board Member,  

Regional Environmental Center (REC) 

 

Prof. Hasan Zuhuri Sarıkaya was born in 

Çankırı in 1945. He graduated from the 

Istanbul Technical University (ITU) in 1969 

and started his assistantship within the 

same year. Upon completing the programme he was pursuing 

in the Netherlands between 1971 and 1972, he earned the title 

of Environmental Engineer. In 1974, he earned his doctorate 

degree in environment and continued with post-doc research 

at the Delft University of Technology. He became associate 

professor in 1979. Between 1981 and 1990, he taught and 

pursued research in the field of environmental engineering at 

the King Abdulaziz University in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. In 1990, 

he was appointed as professor to the Department of 

Environmental Engineering at ITU where he was the head of 

department between 1991 and 1994. He was assigned as an 

Executive Board Member of the Istanbul Water and Sewerage 

Administration (İSKİ) between 1994 and 2002. In 2003, he was 

appointed as the Undersecretary to the Ministry of Environment 

and Forestry. Prof Sarıkaya has also undertaken positions such 

as the Commissioner of Turkey at the Black Sea Commission 

that was set up within the framework of the Bucharest 

Convention, Executive Board Member at the European 

Environmental Agency, the GEF Operational Focal Point for 

Turkey, the President of the Wetlands Commission, Co-President 

of the Fifth World Water Forum, and the Executive Board 

President of the Turkey Environmental Protection Foundation 

(TÜÇEV). He has around 150 scientific publications and studies 

in the field of water pollution control. He is married and has 

three children. 
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Moderators and Speakers 

How Will We Build Sustainable Cities? 

 
Christofer Nelson 

Program Director, 

Georgetown University 

 

Christofer Nelson has diverse experience 

launching and directing first-of-their-kind 

initiatives, including the Georgetown 

University Energy Prize (GUEP). In his role 

as Program Director of the Georgetown 

University Program on Science in the Public Interest and a 

Georgetown University Environment Fellow, he is helping to 

connect students and faculty working across science and 

public policy. He has been involved with incentive 

competitions for years, working with organizations such as the X 

PRIZE Foundation, the Case Foundation and the Joyce 

Foundation, as well as the White House Office of Science and 

Technology Policy as well as the NASA Center of Excellence for 

Collaborative Innovation to help others better understand how 

to design and use competitions to drive innovation. He has 

designed, launched and managed programs for leaders in the 

public, private and non-profit sectors, including top 

government officials at the White House, USDA, USDOT, HUD, 

and SBA. 
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Frédéric Vallier 

General Secretary, 

Council of European Municipalities and 

Regions (CEMR)  

 

Frédéric Vallier is Secretary General of the 

Council of European Municipalities and 

Regions (CEMR) since 1 February 2010. He 

has over twenty years of experience 

working with local and regional authorities, including within the 

city and Metropolitan Authority of Nantes (France) where, from 

2004 to 2010, he held the position of Deputy-head of the Mayor’s 

office, advisor for international and European affairs, and Head of 

the European Service. As an expert in European affairs at the 

local and regional levels, he has notably campaigned for the 

recognition of the role of local and regional government in the 

global agreement on climate change. From 2003 to 2008, he was 

successively in charge of cross-border cooperation in a 

Department of Lorraine, Adviser in the field of "development and 

international relations", after which he was appointed Deputy-

head of the cabinet of the mayor of Nantes, Jean-Marc Ayrault. 

From 1988 to 1993, he provided training to local and regional 

elected representatives and worked as a French parliamentary 

attaché. In 1995, he was elected Deputy-Mayor of Fresnes, a 

municipality in the south of Paris. During his mandate, from 1995 to 

2001, he was in charge of Citizenship and spoke-person for the 

municipality; he notably established and chaired the Twinning 

Committee. Frederic Vallier is fluent in French and English, speaks 

Italian and has a basic knowledge of German. He holds an 

Executive Master’s Degree in public management from Science 

Po Paris. In 2012, he was elected member of the board of the 

European Movement International. The Council of European 

Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) is the broadest organisation of 

local and regional authorities in Europe. Its members are over 50 

national associations of municipalities and regions from 41 

European countries. Together these associations represent some 

150 000 local and regional authorities. 
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Kristine Munkgaard Pedersen 

International Relations Coordinator, 

Copenhag Municipality 

 

Working with international relations in the 

field of sustainable urban development in 

The City of Copenhagen. Expert on 

sustainable cities and livability with an 

academic background in architecture,  

planning and communication. Kristine Munkgård Pedersen cares 

greatly for the future of cities and urban life and with 

Copenhagen as her field of experience, she has a broad 

knowledge of combining sustainability with green growth and 

livability. 

 

 
Mark Hidson 

European Acting Director,  

Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI) 

 

Mark joined ICLEI in 2003. He is a Deputy 

Regional Director and responsible for ICLEI’s 

sustainable economy and procurement work. 

Mark is also the Global Director ICLEI’s 

Sustainable Procurement Centre. For 19 years he has worked for, 

and on behalf of, local, regional and national governments in 

project, policy and strategy development on sustainability issues 

such as procurement, climate change and transport. Before 

joining ICLEI, Mark worked in local government on topics such as 

Local Agenda 21, climate change, mobility management and 

community development. Mark has developed, managed and 

overseen many national, European and international projects on 

various sustainable development topics. Mark has a BSc (Hons) 

degree in Environmental Science and a Masters in Environmental 

Management.  
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Mustafa Tahmaz 

Head of Environmental Management and  

Protection Department,  

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality 

 

Mustafa Tahmaz was born in 1971, Giresun. 

He completed his primary and secondary 

education in Sakarya. He graduated from 

Istanbul University Vocational School of 

Social Sciences in 1994 and from Anadolu University Faculty of 

Business Administration in 1998. He started to work at Directorate 

of Municipal Police of the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality as 

municipal police in 1995. He worked as deputy inspector at 

various units of the Directorate. He was appointed as inspector of 

Prime Ministry Inspection Board in 1999. Tahmaz who was 

appointed as Director of Municipal Police in June, 2014, is married 

with two children. He was appointed as head of Municipal Police 

Department in the 7th of December, 2006. He currently serves as 

head of Environmental Protection and Control Department at the 

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality. 
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Panel I 

Climate Change as a Challange to  

Sustainable Cities 

 
Moderatör: Rifat Ünal Sayman 

Turkey Country Director, 

Regional Environmental Center  

 

Since 2002, Sayman has built broad 

knowledge on various environmental topics, 

including nature protection, climate change, 

and waste management through active 

involvement in more than 50 international and national projects. 

He developed sound decision-making and strong leadership skills; 

as well as profound skills in analysis of key points and numerical 

information. He has extensive practice in organizing of or 

speaking and moderating at conferences, seminars and trainings. 

He acts as national coordinator for various environmental 

initiatives. He wrote several reports and articles. Since 2013, 

Sayman is Acting Director of the Regional Environmental Center 

Country Office Turkey. In this position, he lead and oversee staff, 

projects and operations of the office. 

 

Assoc. Prof. Barış KARAPINAR 

General Manager, 

TEMA Foundation 

Assoc. Prof. Karapinar is currently the Chief 

Executive Officer of the TEMA Foundation. 

He teaches graduate courses at Bogazici 

University in the areas of development and 

climate change. He is also a lead author of IPCC’s 

(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) Fifth Assessment 

Report on climate change impacts, adaptation, and 

vulnerability.   He has worked as a leader of a research 

program on trade and climate change at the University of Bern 
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in Switzerland. He has also worked for the Overseas 

Development Institute (ODI) in London. Prof. Karapinar has 

engaged in policy consultancy for a number of national and 

international policy institutions, including the Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation, European Parliament, 

Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research 

(CGIAR), World Bank and the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM). He holds a PhD in Development Studies from the 

London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE).  He 

pursued his undergraduate studies in Political Science and 

International Relations at the Boğaziçi (Bosporus) University.  

 

John O'Brien 

Climate Change Regional Advisor, 

Regional Office of Europe and CIS 

United Nations Development Program(UNDP) 

John O’Brien, is a Regional Technical Advisor 

on climate change mitigation. His main areas 

of expertise are as follows: Carbon finance 

and the Kyoto Protocol, Carbon forestry, Investments in 

renewable energy (solar, wind, biomass, small hydro), Investments 

in energy-efficiency (incl. energy service companies (ESCOs), 

Design of Financial Support Mechanisms for investments in 

renewable energy and energy efficiency. He has twenty years 

experience working globally with climate change and energy 

issues both with UNDP and in the private sector which includes 

extensive experience in carbon finance and investment banking 

based in New York, London, and Moscow. In addition, he has 

worked with other multi-lateral institutions such as the World Bank, 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), 

the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

(UNFCCC) Secretariat. John O’brien is developing new UNDP 

/ Global Environment Facility (GEF) projects related to energy-

efficiency, renewable energy and sustainable transport, mainly in 

the Europe and CIS region. He has also been assisting UNDP 
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activities in the area of carbon finance and the Kyoto Protocol 

and responsible for mobilizing resources for new climate change 

mitigation projects and managing approximately 25 projects 

under implementation. John O’Brien is currently responsible for 

climate change mitigation projects in the following countries: 

Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Romania, Moldova, Turkey, and Georgia. 
 
 

Mehrali Ecer 

Head of Climate Change 

Department, 

General Directorate of Environmental 

Management  

Ministry of Environment and 

Urbanization 

 

Mehrali Ecer graduated from Dokuz 

Eylül University, department of 

environmental engineering. He has worked as an auditor of 

environment in BOTAS Directorate Baku- Tbilisi- Ceyhan crude 

oil pipeline project between 2004–2006. In 2006, he began 

working as environmental engineer in the Ministry of 

Environment and Forestry Directorate General of Environmental 

Management. In the Ministry of Environment and Urbanization; 

he still works on climate change-related national and 

international activities of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol. In 

2007, he has participated in the preparation work of the 

climate change of 1st National Statement and Greenhouse gas 

emissions inventory. In 2008, he has participated to the study of 

Temporary Special Commission about ‘Kyoto Protocol Flexibility 

Mechanisms and Other International Emissions Trading Systems’ 

established within the Ministry. In 2009 he attended to the 

National Climate Change Strategy work. He has participated to 

the two-months training program: ‘Capacity Building towards 

the Kyoto Protocol Flexibility Mechanisms’ organized by JICA in 

Japan. Moreover, since 2007, he participates to the 

international meetings of the United Nations about Framework 

Convention on Climate Change. Mehrali Ecer is married and 

have two kids. 



34 
 

 
Murat Sungur Bursa 

Chairman, 

Turkish Sustainability Academy 

 

Murat Sungur Bursa, born in 1954 in Mersin, 

graduated from the Middle East Technical 

University in 1977. Following his education at 

the American Hobart School of Welding 

Technology, he completed an MBA at Gazi University Business 

Administration - Product Management. He began his career in 

Industrial Training and Development Centre as a Mechanical 

Engineer in 1977. Having served in the public sector in various 

positions from 1986 to 1991, Mr. Bursa served as the General 

Director of Environmental Impact Assessment and Planning 

General Directorate from 1991 to 1994. From 1995 to 1998, he was 

first appointed as the Deputy Undersecretary for the Ministry of 

the Environment before being promoted to Undersecretary of the 

Ministry. He serves as a Director at Zorlu Enerji Elektrik Uretim A.S., 

until April 1, 2012. He was appointed as the Director in Prime 

Ministry's Project Implementation Unit in 2003. He then joined Zorlu 

Energy Group in 2006 as the President of the Zorlu Energy Group 

and served as the Board Member of Zorlu Energy Group and 

resigned from Zorlu Energy Group in 2012. He serves as the 

Chairman of the Board of Sustainability Academy. 

 

Yıldız Odaman Cindoruk 

Environmental Management and  

Protection Department,  

Bursa Metropolitan Municipality 

 

She was born in Istanbul in 1978. She 

graduated from the Environmental 

Engineer Department of Uludağ University 

in 1998. She completed her master degree from the same 

department in 2004. She began to work at Department of Local 

Agenda 21 in Metropolitan Municipality of Bursa in 1999. She 

had worked issues of preparing and managing projects for 

international funding sources about the development of 
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participatory mechanisms, environmental education and 

environmental consciousness and also social inclusion of 

disadvantaged groups for 12 years. She has been working at 

Division of Environmental Protection and Control in 

Metropolitan Municipality of Bursa about waste management 

and climate change since 2013. She is married and has two 

children. 
 

Panel II 

Tools for Sustainability: Governance & Planning 

 
Moderatör: Gürdoğar Sarıgül 

Senior Consultant 

 

Gürdoğar Sarıgül, an important name to 

pop to minds on nature conservation in 

Turkey, has been carrying out nature 

conservation projects under the roofs of 

different civil society organisations. He has 

held essential duties within international and 

national projects that ensured conservation of rare lands of 

ecological importance in Turkey. Upon earning a full scholarship 

granted as a result of 12 years of active fieldwork he completed 

his graduate studies in Conservation Biology at the Durrell Institute 

of Conservation and Ecology (DICE) at the University of Kent (UK) 

in 2000. In 2001, he took on the position of Environment, 

Sustainable Development and Climate Change Sector Manager 

at the Delegation of the European Commission to Turkey. Within 

this scope, he directly contributed to the preparation of hundreds 

of projects throughout Turkey’s European Union membership 

processes and had been greatly influential in securing grants 

worth over 1 billion Euros, solely in the field of environment, to be 

earmarked for nature conservation. Also among his efforts is the 

founding of REC Turkey. His foresighted preparations to enable 

the opening of negotiation chapters on environment and climate 

change in 2009, far earlier than expected, had been of crucial 

assistance. Sarıgül, who quit this position due to familial reasons 

and moved to Germany in 2012, is still involved in various 

international projects and provides consultancy services.  
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Adrien Licha 

Head of Committee on Urban Governance, 

United Cities and Local Governments Middle 

East and West Asia Section (UCLG-MEWA) 

 

Adrien LICHA has been Project Coordinator 

at United Cities and Local Governments 

Middle East and West Asia Section (UCLG-

MEWA) for the last 3 years. He supervises the 

work of the 9 UCLG-MEWA thematic Committees which include: 

Local Governance, Social Inclusion, Culture, Environment, Smart 

Cities, Gender Equality, City Diplomacy, Urban Mobility and 

Tourism. These committees have 3 main roles: elaborating 

common position of local authorities in the MEWA region on these 

topics and advocate their views toward national and 

international institutions; being a platform for peer-to-peer 

learning; and developing pilot projects to implement innovative 

solutions. After the mobilization of local authorities toward the 

COP21 and the Climate Summit for Local Leaders where UCLG-

MEWA presented Malatya Declaration on Climate Change, 

UCLG-MEWA Committees aims to work on the transcription of the 

SDGs in the Habitat III agenda placing local authorities as key 

actors for inclusive and sustainable development.  

 

Ö. Selçuk Özdil 

Board Chairman, 

Turkish Green Building Council (ÇEDBİK) 

Özdil had his bachelor degree in 

Mechanical Engineering and master's 

degree in Mechanical Design in METU. For 

many years he worked in the steel buildings 

and structural steel, he has performed 

pioneering work in the sector. He is founding member of TUCSA 

(Turkish Constructional Steelwork Association)  and currently 

Member of the Board and  represents TUCSA in the Sustainability 

Committee of İMSAD (Association of Turkish Construction Material 

Producers). Özdil has been working as the chairman of Cedbik 

Board since 2014. 
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M. Sinan Özden 

Senior Consultant, LEAP Expert, 

Regional Environmental Center (REC) Turkey 

 

He earned his bachelor’s degree in Urban 

Planning from the Middle East Technical 

University, and his master’s degree in 

Regional Planning from the Blekinge Institute 

of Technology in Sweden. He then received a certificate of 

expertise on Rural Development from the Development Studies 

Centre in Israel. He took part in the Southeastern Anatolia Project 

(GAP) Regional Development Administration relocation projects, 

and coordinated German Technical Cooperation Agency (GTZ) 

projects and programmes. Being among the team of urban 

planners that prepared the Istanbul Environmental Plan under the 

Istanbul Metropolitan Planning (IMP) Centre, he worked on the 

interactions between Istanbul and the Marmara Region. He took 

part in founding the Environmental Centre under the Union of 

Municipalities of the Marmara Region. In the context of the LAR2 

project, he developed locally applicable methods for City 

Councils in improving participation to local administrations. 

Acting as a consultant for the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the 

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation and various 

municipalities, he worked as a senior expert in international and 

EU-supported projects administered by UNDP, GIZ and REC 

Turkey. Together with REC Turkey, he prepared the Aksaray Local 

Environmental Action Plan and took part in the preparation of the 

Trabzon Local Environmental Action Plan. Currently, he is 

responsible for the Local Environmental Action Planning 

component of ÇEKAP. 
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Panel III 

Sustainable Financing of Environmental Investments 

 
Moderator: Aylin Çağlayan Özcan 

Director of Sectoral Policies, 

Ministry of EU Affairs  

 
 

Graduated from METU’s Department of 

Civil Engineering in 1992 and completed 

Master‘s degree (MSc.) at the division of 

Water Resources of the same 

department. Between years 1996-2006, 

carried out planning studies at State Hydraulic Works, took part 

in tendering and implementation phases of drinking water and 

waste water treatment projects, served in foreign financed 

dam and irrigation projects. Started working as an expert at the 

Secretariat General for the EU Affairs in 2006 and continued to 

serve in this capacity after the restructuring of the Secretariat 

General as the Ministry of EU Affairs as of 2011.  Appointed as 

the Director of Sectoral Policies of The Ministry of EU Affairs in 

April 2013 and currently holds this position. The duties of the 

Directorate of Sectoral Policies include monitoring and 

coordinating harmonization efforts regarding Chapters on 

Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Transport and Trans-

European Networks within the context of the EU accession 

process as well as tracking major developments in those 

sectors.  

 

Ender Aykut Yılmaz (PhD.) 

Deputy General Manager 

ILBANK 

 

Ender Aykut YILMAZ, is Deputy 

Director General, responsible for, 

securing finance from international 

resources for local administrations 

and banking transactions of local 

administrations issues in İlbank. He is interested in financing of 
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local administrations’ urban transport, renewable energy, 

energy efficiency, waste management, water and waste water 

projects with external resources. He is also conducting studies 

on alternative funding approaches that can be used while 

realising local administrations' projects, apart from traditional 

way of funding. He graduated from Ataturk University with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering and got his MBA from 

Gazi University. He holds a PhD in Finance from Gazi University. 

 
 

 

Serge Perrin 

Head of the Urban and Environmental 

Development Unit, 

French Development Agency (AFD) 

Turkey 
 

AFD is France’s bilateral development 

bank,operating in developing/emerging 

countries and overseas France via 

a network of over 70 offices in the world. 

AFD works with central and local governments, public entities, 

private sector, and NGOs. In 2014 AFD provided EUR 8.1 billion 

of financing commitments. Serge Perrin worked on Sub-

Saharan Africa and the Middle East and North Africa region on 

various types of operations (global budget support, debt 

swaps, sector budget support, project loan). Prior to his current 

assignment in Turkey, he was based in Jordan where he was in 

charge of water & energy projects (PPP, policy loan). Before 

joining AFD, he had several experiences in higher education 

and research in France (Ecole des Ponts Paris Tech, French 

Institute for International Relations), and South Korea (Korea 

Institute for Industrial Economics and Trade, European Union 

Science & Technology Programme). He holds a PhD in 

Economics from the University of Paris 1-Panthéon-Sorbonne, 

MSc in International and Development Economics, and a BA in 

Korean Studies. 
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Şule Kılıç 

Turkey Acting Director 

European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (EBRD) 

 

Şule Kılıç has over 21 years of 

experience working on a variety of 

projects in project finance, financial 

advisory, M&A, private equity, bank 

acquisition. Before joining the EBRD in June 2014 Sule has spent 

five years at Unicredit Group, most recently as Managing 

Director leading project finance activities for the Investment 

Banking Platform in Turkey. Prior to Unicredit, Sule held an array 

of Directorships and Vice Presidencies in project and structured 

finance, private equity in organisations such as Bayerische 

Hypo und Vereinsbank (Istanbul), Garanti Bank (Istanbul), and 

CitiBank (Istanbul).  Sule is a Turkish national with a PhD in 

Finance from Boğaziçi University, a Master’s degree from 

Manchester School of Management (UMIST) and BSc in 

Industrial Engineering from Istanbul Technical University. 

 
 

Panel IV 

Designing Solid Waste Management for  

Sustainable Cities 

 
Moderator: Prof. Dr. İzzet Öztürk 

Faculty of Civil Engineering 

Department of Environmental Engineering 

Istanbul Technical University  

 

Prof. İzzet Öztürk was born in Eflani in the 

province of Karabük in 1954. He went to 

high school in Karabük. In 1972, he 

enrolled at the Faculty of Civil Engineering 

at the Istanbul Technical University (ITU) and graduated as a Civil 

Engineer in 1976. He started to work as an expert at the Faculty of 

Engineering at Sakarya University in 1977, leaving the institution in 
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1978 to become a member of research staff at the Environmental 

Sciences and Technology Division at ITU. He earned High Civil and 

Environmental Engineering, and then doctorate degrees from the 

Department of Environmental Engineering at ITU in 1979 and 1982, 

respectively. Between 1982 and 1984 he pursued post-doc 

research at the Department of Environmental Engineering at 

Newcastle University. He earned the title Assistant Professor in 

Environmental Sciences and Engineering in 1987. Upon earning 

the Incentive Award of the Scientific and Technological Research 

Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) in 1994, he was tenured as Professor at 

the Department of Environmental Engineering at ITU. Prof. Öztürk 

has expertise on an international level in the fields of water and 

wastewater treatment, integrated water basin management, 

integrated solid waste management, anaerobic treatment, and 

industrial pollution control. He has authored more than 200 

scientific articles, the majority of which are international, as well 

as five books, and numerous research and application project 

reports. He is a founding member of the International Water 

Association (IWA), the International Solid Waste Association 

(ISWA), the Chamber of Civil Engineers, and the Turkish National 

Committee on Water Pollution Research and Control. Besides 

numerous public and private institutions, he chiefly consults 

ministries and metropolitan municipalities. Prof. Öztürk, who is 

proficient in English, is married and has four children. 
 

 

Ahmet Cihat Kahraman 

Environmental Management Coordinator 

Marmara  Municipalities Union 

 
 

Ahmet Cihat Kahraman, has started 

Environmental Management Centre 

(EMC) within Marmara Municipalities Union 

(MMU) since 2010 and worked as Director 

of EMC since 2014. Before MMU, he took in charge some rural 

development projects as a project assistant and project 

coordinator. He completed undergraduate education in 

Selcuk University as Environmental Engineer, at the same time 
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he  graduated Heat-Energy Department within Mechanical 

Engineering. He played a part some industrial waste water 

management and interdiciplinary renewable energy research 

projects. He completed post graduate education in Istanbul 

University with modelling about efficiency collection system 

and recovery on Electronical Waste. He is also studying 

postgraduate education on environmental engineering in 

Istanbul University. He going on working as a member at task 

force about “solid waste and waste water management” and 

“energy efficiency” within Network of Associations of Local 

Authorities of South-East Europe (NALAS)   

 
 

 Ahmet Varır 

Head of Waste Management Department, 

General Directorate of Environmental 

Management  

Ministry of Environment and Urbanization 

 
 

Ahmet Varır was born in 1972, Nevşehir. 

Varır graduated from Faculty of 

Agriculture, Ankara University. He worked 

for a private engineering company as an engineer between 

1995-1996. He did his military service in 1996. Varır started 

working for Ministry of Environment, Directorate General for 

Preservation of Environment as an engineer. Between 1997-

2002, he worked for Head of Department of Program where 

investment projects of the Ministry were conducted. Between 

2002-2011, he worked for the Head of Department of Waste 

Management, as an engineer. He took a part in the Project 

team of several EU Projects. Between 2011-2012, he was 

assigned as the branch manager of Branch of Special Waste 

Management within the Ministry. After taking Office of the 

Head of Waste Management Department in 2012, he worked 

as the head of the Department of Water and Soil Management 

in the same Directorate. Varır was the Head of Department of 

Measurement and Monitoring and since 2014 he is still working 

as the Head of Department of Waste Management. Within this 

period, Varır has took part in several national and EU projects. 
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He published several waste management articles and Ministry 

publications. He is married with one child.    

 

Necmi Kahraman 

Head of Environmental Protection 

Department,  

Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality & 

Waste Commission Chairman, Union of 

Municipalities  

of Turkey  

 
 

He was born in Istanbul in 1966. After 

completing his elementary education in the Karaburun village 

of Çatalca, Istanbul, and his middle and high school education 

in the Akçakoca district of Düzce, he graduated as an 

Environmental Engineer from the Faculty of Civil Engineering at 

the Istanbul Technical University. In 1991, for about a year, he 

worked on wastewater treatment as a project engineer at Vadi 

Engineering, Construction and Trade Co. Inc. He became a 

civil servant in 1993, working for the Bahçelievler Municipality of 

Istanbul. For almost a year he was at the Directorate of 

Technical Works of the municipality, following which, between 

1994 and 2004, he worked for the Directorate of Environmental 

Protection and Development at the Istanbul Metropolitan 

Municipality. Within this period, from 2001 to 2003, he was the 

Environmental Protection and Control Manager. As of October 

2014, he has been working as the Head of the Environmental 

Protection Department at the Kocaeli Metropolitan 

Municipality.  
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Oğuz Can (PhD.) 
Deputy Founding Chairman, Waste and 

Environmental Management Association 

(TAYÇED) & Genel Manager, Recydia 

 

Oguz CAN graduated from the faculty of 

Mechanical Engineering of İstanbul 

Technical University (ITU) in 1993. He 

completed his Master of Science degree 

in the major field of Energy Studies in ITU in 1997. He had PhD. 

degree in Marmara University Institute for Graduate Studies In 

Pure and Applied Sciences/ Engineering Management 

program in 2005. He has publications on and worked in the field 

of Intelligent Transport Systems, Renewable Energy, Waste 

Management and Carbon Market and Management Projects. 

In the past Mr. Can, in his professionlal career, has respectively 

worked for Kia Motor, ISBAK, Istanbul Energy and ISTAC AŞ. and 

he is currently working for Recydia AŞ. as General Manager. Mr. 

Can is active in Turkish Energy Economies Association and PPP 

Turkey Platform as a board member. He is Vice President of 

TAYCED Association. 

 
Onur Akpulat 

Project Manager, 

Regional Environmental Center  

(REC) Turkey 

 

He had B.Sc. (2006) and M.Sc. (2009) 

degrees from METU Environmental 

Engineering Department. During his 

graduate work, he studied on waste to 

energy, climate change and air pollution control. In parallel 

with the graduate work, he also worked as a researcher in a 

TUBITAK project for two years on the waste to energy. In his 

current position in REC, he is deeply involved in the 

environmental focuses like sustainable development, waste 

management, renewable energy, climate change and the 
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adoption of the EU environmental acquis for more than 5 years. 

Throughout this period he has worked in more than ten 

technical and capacity building projects supported by 

European Commission, private sector and international 

institutions and carried out activities of these projects closely 

with different stakeholders like governmental institutions, 

municipalities, private sector companies, non-governmental 

organizations and international organizations. He specifically 

focused on waste management policies of EU and involved in 

the preparation of ‘Regulatory Impact Assessment Reports’. He 

has been taking active role in the capacity building activities of 

the projects (trainings, conferences, workshops, seminars, ToTs 

etc.) as mentor, trainer or supervisor. He is the individual writer 

or involved in the writer team technical reports, articles and 

other publications taking part in refereed journals, sectoral 

magazines, conferences and etc. 

 

 

Panel V 

Designing Urban Waste Water Management for 

Sustainable Cities 

 
Moderator: Prof. Ahmet Mete SAATÇİ 

Chairman, 

Turkish Water Institue (SUEN) 

 

Prof. Ahmet Mete Saatci received his 

Bachelor’s Degree in Chemical 

Engineering from Middle East Technical 

University (METU) in 1972. He obtained his 

MSc in the same field in 1973. Between 1973 and 1976, he 

worked as an assistant in the Department of Environmental 

Engineering at METU. He worked at Iowa State University from 

1976 to 1979 and there he obtained his doctorate degree in 

1979. He became associate professor in 1985 and professor in 

1991. He worked at the University of King Abdul Aziz between 

1980 and 1990. He has started a new Environmental 

Engineering Department in Marmara University and served as 
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Head of Department from 1990 to 2011. With a broad teaching 

experience, he lectured in undergraduate and graduate 

courses in Turkey and abroad on environmental engineering, 

water chemistry, unit operations, water and wastewater 

treatment plant design, operation and modelling. He gave 

seminars for water and wastewater treatment plant operators. 

He worked as a consultant to water and sewerage 

administrations of more than twelve cities in Turkey and abroad 

including Istanbul, Bursa, Fethiye, Antalya, Siirt, Istanbul, Konya, 

and Samsun. He supervised various M.S. and Ph.D. studies in 

Turkey and other countries. He is the author of numerous 

papers, critiques and conference proceedings published in 

international journals. He was a member of the Scientific and 

Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) Scientific 

Committee between 2005 and 2011. Prof. Saatçı served as Vice 

Secretary General of the 5th World Water Forum held in Istanbul 

in 2009. During this mission, he gave speeches in 18 countries 

(Japan, USA, Brazil, Turkey, Japan, Sweden, Switzerland, Israel, 

Italy, France, Bosnia, Egypt, Tunisia, Spain, Cyprus, Jordan, 

Saudi Arabia and Bulgaria). He served as the President of the 

European Network of Basin Organizations (Europe-INBO) for the 

2012-2013 period. He is a member of the Governing Board of 

UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education. He is an observer in 

the European Environmental Agency Scientific Committee. He 

also serves as the Vice Chairman of Ilisu Dam and HEPP Project 

Scientific Committee. He is also a member of Board of 

Governors of World Water Council. He is currently the President 

of Turkish Water Institute (SUEN). 

 

Assoc. Prof. H. Güçlü İnsel 

Department of Environmental Engineering,  

Istanbul Technical University 

 

Dr. Insel has more than 22 years of 

experience in treatment plant design, 

process analysis and optimization. He is 

currently an Associate Professor in 
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Environmental Engineering Department, Istanbul Technical 

University (ITU). His areas of expertise include biological 

wastewater treatment, industrial wastewater treatment and 

recovery, membrane bioreactors, energy optimization, plant-

wide process modelling and optimization. He has served as a 

process engineer and consultant on a variety of industrial, 

municipal wastewater treatment projects. Active in the 

wastewater treatment and recovery fields, Dr. Insel has 

contributed process development, from the pilot studies to 

start-up and troubleshooting. He worked as a researcher and 

bioprocess engineer at Applied Mathematics, Biometric and 

Process Control Department, Gent University, Belgium for 3 

years. He was granted by Flanders Research Institute (FWO), 

and the Scientific and Technological Research Council of 

Turkey (TÜBİTAK) for his doctoral work. In 2006, he was awarded 

with “Scientific Distinguished Young Scientist Honour” by Feyzi 

Akkaya Scientific Activities Support (FABED) Fund. He is the 

author of more than 80 peer reviewed international papers 

(SCI) together with numerous conference proceedings, 

technical and scientific reports in the field of environmental 

technology. He is also the member of “Municipal Resource 

Recovery Design Committee” of Water Environment 

Federation, USA. 

 

Recep Akdeniz 

Deputy General Director of  

Environmental Management, 

Ministry of Environment and Urbanization 

 

Recep Akdeniz completed his 

undergraduate studies with a BSc in 

Hydrogeology Engineering from 

Hacettepe University in 1987. Between 1987 and 1990, he 

worked on drinking water supply as a field engineer for a 

construction company. Following a period of working privately, 

he started employment at the Ministry of Environment in 1997. 

Between 1997 and 2003, he was employed as an engineer in 
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the field of conservation of drinking water resources and 

prevention of water pollution. Afterwards, between 2003 and 

2011, he took positions at the Prevention of Soil Pollution and 

the Waste Water Technologies branches within the Ministry of 

Environment and Forestry. Throughout this period, he was 

engaged in waste water refinement, planning, pricing and 

management operations.  He worked as Branch Manager for 

conservation of sea waters between 2011 and 2013, and as 

Head of Department for Water and Soil Management between  

2013 and 2015 for the Directorate General of Environmental 

Management within the Ministry of Environment and 

Urbanization. Since 2015 he has been working as Deputy 

General Manager of the same Directorate. 
 

 

Recep Şahin 

Deputy General Secretary, 

Union of Municipalities of Turkey 

 

Recep Şahin graduated from the 

Department of Environmental 

Engineering, Middle East Technical 

University and the same year he started 

working for TUBITAK - Marine Science and Environmental 

Research group. Between 1992-1999, he worked as an 

engineer in General Directorate of state Hydraulic Works (DSI) 

and between 1999-2003; he worked as a project manager in 

Kayseri Water and Sewerage Administration General 

Directorate. Following, between 2003-2011 he took office as the 

head of department of Water and Soil Management and 

Deputy General Director. Şahin made the Ministry coordination 

for the “National Environmental Strategy 2007-2023” which was 

necessary for the Opening Negotiations for EU Environment 

Acquis. Recep Şahin was appointed as Acting General Director 

of Environmental Management in 2011 and following he took 

up the position of Deputy General Secretary in Union of 

Municipalities of Turkey. He is still working on this position.      
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Rüstem Keleş (PhD. ) 

General Manager 

Sakarya Water and Sewerage 

Administration,  

Sakarya Metropolitan Municipality 

 

Rüstem Keleş was born in 1961, Konya. He 

completed his primary, secondary and 

high school education in Konya. Keleş graduated from 

Department of Mechanical Engineering, Sakarya University. He 

got his Master’s Degree from Department of Sociology, Sakarya 

University and his doctorate from Department of Labour 

Economics, Institute of Social Sciences, Sakarya University. 

Rüstem Keleş hold in several offices in Sakarya University 

between 1993-2005. Since 2005, he is working as the General 

Director of Sakarya Water and Sewerage Administration 

(SASKİ), Sakarya Metropolitan Municipality. Rüstem Keleş is 

taking active role in several national and international 

organizations about water and environment and he has 25 

scientific journals. Keleş is married with 3 children.     

 
 

Panel VI 

Designing Urban Mobility in Sustainable Cities 

 
Moderator: Arzu Tekir 

Director,  

WRI Turkey 

 

Sustainable Transportation Association Arzu 

Tekir earned her master's degree in 

econometrics from Dokuz Eylul University 

and holds a bachelor's degree in statistics 

from EgeUniversity, in Turkey. She started her career in a 

management consultancy company, which she subsequently 

restructured and ran for about two years. During this time, she 

was invited by the Director of the Social Sciences Institute of 

Kadir Has University, in Istanbul, to design a one-semester 
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course program for MBA students. As a lecturer, she gave 

lessons on Total Quality Management, and risk management. 

She worked as a European Union Projects Coordinator and 

External Relations Director for IT companies, directing the 

financing of research and development projects. Arzu Tekir 

continued her consulting career in the United States, while at 

the same time, conducting several market research projects in 

New York and writing business plans and reports for investors 

and telecom companies interested in developing innovative IT 

projects in Istanbul. In the beginning of 2011, she started 

working at the World Resources Institute (WRI), in Washington, 

DC, as an Operations Manager for EMBARQ Turkey. In 

December 2011, she was appointed as Director of EMBARQ 

Turkey and restructured the organization and managed the 

process of establishing the Sustainable Transportation 

Association in Turkey. 
 

Abdulhamit YAĞMURCU (PhD.) 

Deputy General Director of  

Foreign Relations and EU 

Ministry of Transport, Maritime and 

Communication  

 

Dr. Abdulhamit YAĞMURCU is a Deputy 

Director-General of Foreign Relations 

and European Union Affairs at the Ministry of Transport, Maritime 

Affairs and Communications. He graduated from Istanbul 

University, Faculty of Political Sciences with a Bsc Degree in 

Public Administration in 1992. He received Master degree in in 

Public Management in 1998 at Carnegie Mellon University, 

Pittsburgh, USA. He obtained his PhD in Public Administration for 

his thesis on “Correlates of e-Government Use in County 

Governments” at Florida State University in 2007. He held a 

number of posts in the Department of Juvenile Justice, 

Department of Commerce and Florida TaxWatch from 2000 to 

2002 in Florida. He was appointed as a Coordinator at Florida 

State University from 2002 to 2005. He held office at the Office 

of Inspector General as an internal auditor in 2005-2006. Since 
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2007, he has held positions in the Ministry of Transport, Maritime 

Affairs and Communications, Prime Ministry State Planning 

Organization, Ministry of Development and Turkish General 

Assembly in Turkey. His main interests are Public Management, 

e-Government, e-Commerce, ICT, Auditing, Change 

Management, performance Management, Research Methods 

and Computer Applications for Managers. 

 

Aytaç Ünverdi 

Head of Transportation Planning Unit, 

Department of Transportation 

Eskişehir Metropolitan Municipality 

 

Aytaç Ünverdi, was born in 1980 in Eskisehir. 

He holds B.S. and M.Sc. in Cİvil Engineering 

from Eskisehir Osmangazi University. Also he 

is a student of PH.D in same University and Department.  He has 

worked as an intern civil engineer for aMunicipality in the USA.  

He was schedule and cost controller of Urban Development 

Projects of Eskisehir Metropolitan Municipality between 2003 

and 2010. He was one of project experts of EU and International 

Projects Unit which coordinates local and international grant 

projects for Eskisehir Metropolitan Municipality. He is 

Transportation and Planning Manager in Eskisehir Metropolitan 

Municipality since 2014. He is fluent in Turkish and English.  

 
 

Prof. Filiz KARAOSMANOĞLU 

Deputy Chairman, Sustainable Production 

and Consumption Foundation (SÜT-D) &  

Faculty of Chemistry and Metallurgy 

Department of Chemical Engineering  

Istanbul Technical University 

 
 

Filiz Karaosmanoğlu graduated from 

Istanbul Technical University (ITU) as a Chemical Engineer in 

1982. Karaosmanoğlu got her MSc and PhD degrees from ITU 

and completed her postdoctoral studies in Mechanical 
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Engineering Department of Canada Nova Scotia Technical 

University. Prof.Karaosmanoglu, who got the title of Associate 

Professor in 1993 in Energy Technologies Discipline of Chemical 

Engineering, is working for Chemical Engineering Department 

of ITU. Prof. Karaosmanoglu carried out the tasks of the 

founding Vice Rector of Yalova University and the founding 

Head of Energy Systems Engineering Department of 

Engineering Faculty between the years of 2008 and 2012. 

F.Karaosmanoglu’s main research area is biofuel technologies, 

and she has been working on the subjects of environmentally 

friendly lubricating oil technologies, waste recycling and life 

cycle assessment with the top title of cleaner production 

technologies. Writing on the “Sustainable Life” column of 

Dunya newspaper, Enerji-Petrol-Gaz and Gas&Power journals, 

and actively taking part in various non-governmental 

organizations, particularly in Sustainable Production and 

Consumption Association (SPCA), Prof.Karaosmanoglu is striving 

for the subjects of sustainable production-consumption-service 

and renewable energy applications. 

 

İsa Sağlam 

Manager of Operational Planning, 

General Directorate of IETT  

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality 

He was born in the Fatih District of 

İstanbul in 1982. He completed his 

elementary, secondary and high school 

education at Rakım İlkokulu, Muallim Naci Ortaokulu and the 

Private Sultan Fatih Boy’s Highschool respectively on 

scholarship. In 2004, he graduated from the Computer 

Engineering program at Sakarya University. In 2013, he received 

a master’s degree in Urban Systems and Transportation 

Management from Bahçeşehir University. He started his 

professional career as an engineer at the Department of 

Information Systems at the Istanbul Electric Power, Funicular, 

and Streetcar Board (İETT) in 2006. He worked as project 
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engineer in the Akyolbil, İstanbulkart, PDKS and MOBİETT 

projects. He was dutied as System Architecture and Projects 

Supervisor on November 2012, Server Systems Supervisor on 

June 2013, and Informatics Services Supervisor on March 2014. 

As of March 2015 he has been assigned as MAanger to the 

Management Planning Unit. İsa Sağlam is married and fathers 

one child. He is proficient in English. 
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For Cooperation, Information Sharing and Mutual Decisions… 

Regional Environmental Center – REC Turkey 

 

REC is an independent, impartial and non-profit international 

organization with an office network of 17 countries and working for a 

sustainable future since 1990. REC Turkey is the country office of the 

Regional Environmental Center (REC) in Turkey. 

The mission of REC Turkey is to support the institutional and technical 

capacities of environmental stakeholders in Turkey and thus accelerate 

the process of the effective implementation of the EU Environmental 

Acquis. 

Since its establishment in 2004, REC Turkey contributes to the processes of 

information sharing, institutional cooperation and mutual decision-

making among public institutions, local administrations, non-

governmental organizations, private sector and other stakeholders. REC 

Turkey plays active role through development and implementation of 

various projects funded by different sources. 

 

REC Turkey 

Mustafa Kemal Mahallesi 2142. Sokak, No.18/11  

Söğütözü, Ankara - TURKEY 

Tel: +90 312 491 95 30  

Fax: +90 312 491 95 40 

 
E-mail: info@rec.org.tr 

Webpage: www.rec.org.tr  

facebook.com/recturkiye 

twitter.com/recturkiye 

linkedin.com/company/recturkey     

 

 
 This document has been prepared with financial support from the European Union. The contents of the 

document do not reflect the official opinions of the European Union by any means. 
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